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Much of Fargo’s history is found in the development of the railroad. The name “Fargo” actually 
originates from the Northern Pacific Railway’s and Wells Fargo founder, William Fargo.



Though the tracks running through downtown Fargo still service Amtrak, the vast majority of the 
trains passing through are laiden with freight. It was trains like this that made Fargo into a freight hub 

in the Midwest long ago.



BNSF railway Fargo headquarters is located on Main Ave. & 8th St N. They are the primary freight 
company in this area. 



Both of Fargo’s rail stations have been repurposed in some one. This one, located east of Broadway, 
has now been made into a bicycle shop. A portion of it though still serves as the Amtrak station. 

Fargo’s other station on Main Ave. is currently the office of the city’s park department.



Even with its quaint downtown vibe, Fargo still has a very industrial feel to it with the presence of the railways. 



With two main lines running through the heart of downtown, it is hard to go a day without 
encountering a train. The system is closely integrated into the cityscape and is a part of 

the feeling of Fargo. 



The Great Northern Railway is the northern-most transcontinental railway in the United States; spanning 
from Minneapolis to Seattle. It was completed in 1893 and was completely funded with private money, 

becoming the first and only to do so. 



Old passenger cars such as these can be seen in several places in the Fargo-Moorhead area. They 
pay homage to Fargo’s past and have become permanent fixture in the area even in their unuse. 



Fargo has been built and sustained by the development and growth of industries revolving around the railroad. It has given this city a 
rich past and it be interesting to see how it evolves in the future.


